In the title compound, C 11 H 5 I 2 N, the two iodine-atom substitutents with their large atomic sizes lead to short intramolecular IÁ Á ÁH distances (3.01 Å ). In the crystal, the trisubstituted azulene system forms -stacks [centroidcentroid distance = 3.6343 (11) Å ] along the a-axis direction, showing the characteristic azulene interaction mode between the electron-rich five-membered ring and the electrondeficient seven-membered ring. IÁ Á ÁI [3.9129 (2) Å ] noncovalent contacts are observed along with weak C-HÁ Á ÁN and C-HÁ Á Á. bonds.
Related literature
For the naphthalene isomer azulene, see: Plattner & Pfau (1937) . For the use of azulene derivatives for medical purposes, see: Shi et al. (2011) . The synthesis of the title compound was performed starting from the azulene derivative 2-cyanoazulene (Nozoe et al., 1962) . For the synthesis of related compounds, see Schmitt et al. (1998) ; Suzuka & Yasunami (2008) . For related structures, see: Fö rster et al. (2012); Hussain et al. (2005) ; Rahman et al. (2004) . For halogen interactions in molecular crystal structures, see: Awwadi et al. (2006) ; Metrangolo et al. (2008) . For weak C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonding, see: Desiraju & Steiner (1999) . For C-HÁ Á Á interactions, see: Nishio et al. (2009 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) x À 3 2 ; Ày þ 1 2 ; z À 1 2 .
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008).
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1,3-Diiodoazulene-2-carbonitrile Sebastian Förster, Wilhelm Seichter and Edwin Weber Comment
The naphthalene isomer azulene is a well known blue nonbenzenoid aromatic hydrocarbon (Plattner 1937) . Besides the use of azulene derivatives for medical purposes (Shi 2011), special electronic properties and redox behaviour makes them interesting compounds for electronic applications (Förster et al. 2012) . In this regard, the present trisubstituted azulene derivative is a promising intermediate. In the crystal structure of this compound, the asymmetric unit contains one molecule featuring an almost planar azulene ring system with a maximum deviations of 0.023 (2) and 0.023 (2) Å ( Fig.1 ). Short intramolecular distances (3.01 Å) involving the iodine atoms and their neighboring H atoms (I1···H9, I2···H5) are a further characteristic of the molecular structur. Along the crystallographic a-axis, the crystal structure is stabilized by formation of molecular stacks with a distance of 3.46 Å between the planes of the molecules. The parallel orientated azulene ring systems are arranged in an offset face-to-face fashion showing π···π overlap between the five-and sevenmembered ring components in conformity with their dipole character. In direction of the crystallographic b and c axes, these stacks are connected via C-H···N contacts [C8-H8···N1 (3/2+x,1/2-y,1/2+z) 2.62 Å, 139.1°] (Desiraju & Steiner, 1999) , I···I interactions [I1···I2 (3/2-x,-1/2+y,1/2-z) 3.91 Å, 91°] (Metrangolo et al., 2008) and C-H···π contacts [C6-H6···center(C11, N1) (1/2-x,-1/2+y,1/2-z) 2.76 Å, 152.6°] (Nishio et al., 2009) (Fig 2) .
Experimental
The synthesis of the title compound was done starting from the literature known azulene derivative 2-cyanoazulene (Nozoe et al., 1962) . This latter compound (0.1 g, 0.65 mmol) and N-iodosuccinimide (0.44 g, 1.96 mmol) were dissolved in 20 ml dichloromethane. The solution was stirred for 8 h under reflux. After removal of the solvent, the residue was purified by column chromatography on SiO 2 [60 F 254 Merck eluent: hexane/ethyl acetate (4:1)] to yield 0.24 g (91%) product as a green solid. Analytical data: mp = 211°C; 1 H-NMR: (CDCl 3 ) δ/p.p.m. 
Refinement
Aromatic H atoms were positioned geometrically and allowed to ride on their respective parent atoms, with C-H = 0.95 Å and U iso = 1.2 U eq (C).
Computing details
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) (9) 0.0022 (7) −0.0036 (7) 0.0007 (7) sup-5 Acta Cryst. (2013) . E69, o654-o655 C1 0.0144 (7) 0.0101 (7) 0.0152 (8) −0.0011 (6) 0.0029 (6) −0.0011 (6) C2 0.0131 (7) 0.0110 (7) 0.0145 (8) −0.0006 (6) 0.0020 (6) 0.0001 (6) C3 0.0150 (8) 0.0117 (7) 0.0127 (8) −0.0010 (6) 0.0022 (6) −0.0011 (6) C4 0.0131 (7) 0.0113 (7) 0.0136 (8) −0.0022 (6) 0.0027 (6) −0.0001 (6) C10 0.0137 (7) 0.0109 (7) 0.0134 (8) −0.0013 (6) 0.0026 (6) −0.0001 (6) C9 0.0177 (8) 0.0147 (8) 0.0146 (8) −0.0023 (6) 0.0017 (6) −0.0003 (6) C8 0.0200 (9) 0.0204 (9) 0.0133 (8) −0.0017 (7) −0.0008 (7) 0.0031 (7) C7 0.0161 (8) 0.0212 (9) 0.0181 (9) 0.0006 (7) 0.0004 (7) 0.0067 (7) C6 0.0168 (8) 0.0132 (8) 0.0234 (10) 0.0024 (6) 0.0026 (7) 0.0033 (7) C5 0.0156 (8) 0.0116 (7) 0.0178 (9) 0.0002 (6) 0.0044 (7) −0.0001 (6) 
